
Seaford Little Theatre Newsletter

We start the year with 
Machinal by Sophie 
Treadwell, a seminal, 
expressionistic masterpiece, 
directed by Mike Truman.

This is something of 
a departure for Seaford 
Little Theatre in it's style. 
However, the plot itself is 
straightforward and based 
on the true story of Ruth 
Snyder.

Written and set in late 
1920s New York, and stylistically well ahead 
of its time, it concerns a young woman 
who, constrained by social conventions, 
feels forced into a marriage with a man she 
despises, because he is rich and can provide 
for her and her mother. She has a child by 
him and finds herself totally trapped by the 
strictures of her life.

But then she meets a handsome and 
exciting man, with whom she has an affair, 
who re-ignites her passion for a better life. 
Driven by her desperate situation, she kills 

her husband and is tried, found 
guilty and sentenced to death. 
This arresting story charts the 
journey of an ordinary woman 
pushed to breaking point by 
the relentless cold machinery 
of existence, expectation and 
convention.

Featuring performances from 
Kirstie Turner, Katie Klammer 
and Ann Allen in their debuts 
at Seaford, alongside Roland 
Boorman, Simon Fox, Alan Lade, 
Raymond Tongue, Marilynne 

Sharpin, Sandy Truman, Trish Richings, Josie 
Hobbs and Barbara Spagnoli.

The show opens on Friday 7 March 2025 
and runs through to the following Saturday 
15 March with matinées only on both 
Saturday 8 and Saturday 15  March. Evening 
performances commence at 7.45pm and the 
matinées will start at 2.30pm. 

Tickets are on sale now at all our usual 
venues.
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SPECIAL OFFER2 FOR 1 ON FIRST NIGHT TICKETSsubject to availability

M A C H I N A LM A C H I N A L
BY SOPHIE TREADWELL
Directed by Mike Truman

FRIDAY 7th to SATURDAY 15th MARCH 2025
Matinee only Saturday 8th and 15th March
Evenings 7.45pm - Matinees 2.30pm 
Tickets: Tiered seats £11.00, Level seats £10.00
Box Offi ce: Seaford TIC, 37 Church Street, 
Seaford BN25 1HG
Onine Booking: www.ticketsource.co.uk
www.seafordlittletheatre.co.uk    Booking enquiries:  01323 897426
Seaford Little Theatre, 4 Steyne Road, Seaford BN25 1HA     
Registered Charity No 294769

our next production : MACHINAL by Sophie Treadwell

FOR ALL BOOKING INFORMATION SEE PAGE 8

There is a special o�er of two tickets for the price of 
one on the �rst night - 7 March

(subject to availability)
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THE VIEW 
FROM THE 

CHAIR
Sue Williams

Hello everyone. A cold January 
to begin the year, but rehearsals 
for the March production of 

Machinal are well underway, as is the 
set.  The workshop team is busy realising 
director Mike Truman’s vision of a 
setting that will enhance the interesting 
questions explored in this play.  We have 
reinstated two tickets for the price of one 
on opening night in order to ensure an 
encouraging number of filled seats for 
the important start of the run.

Our December production of See 
How They Run seems a long time ago 
but went down very well with pleasingly 
full houses.  Farce is probably the hardest 
genre for any company to undertake 
and it was a challenging few months for 
the cast.  However, everyone worked 
tirelessly and the result was a success.  
The Chair of Lewes District Council 
joined us for the last performance, and 
thoroughly enjoyed her time with SLT 
which concluded with a tour of the 
theatre.  Her visit was followed up with a 
Christmas card and her warmest wishes.

Now we must look ahead to the 
AGM in March.  Keep your eyes open 
for the usual notifications!  This year 
we will be voting on a possible new 
structure to play week.  You will have 
the opportunity to decide whether we 
should maintain the status quo or lose 
one weekday performance in favour of 
an extra matinee at the end of the run.

Work on fixing the leaky roof and 

other necessary anti-damp measures 
has progressed well with the financial 
help of several fundraising events and 
our excellent fundraiser Roger Trace 
pulling out all the stops to secure grants.  
Details of all donations and grants can 
be found by clicking the link on the 
home page of our website.  The latest 
in-house fundraising initiative was a 
quiz organised and hosted by Tanya 
Baxter on January 11 and a good time 
was had by all, helped along by Tanya’s 
excellent catering.  On Saturday April 
12 there is to be a sale in the theatre of 
all your unwanted items – a wonderful 
opportunity to de-clutter (one 
man’s clutter is another man’s prized 
possession!) – so start your spring-clean 
now.   Details of the event are elsewhere 
in this newsletter. We expect all roof and 
other work to be completed this year.

Possible plays for 2026 are now 
under consideration.  The management 
committee has felt that it is important 
to be given a good idea of how any 
production could work onstage before 
accepting it into our programme. So all 
would-be directors with a play in mind 
are asked to make their case, in some 
detail, to the production committee 
which is chaired by Sharon Olieff 
(sharon.olieff@barwells.com).  If it is 
felt that the production would work, 
the management committee must then 
decide whether it would form part of a 
balanced year.

 View From The Chair continued on page 4
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audition notice

FARNDALE AVENUE'S A CHRISTMAS CAROLSOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Debbie Cox
Tel: 07596709044 
Email: coxdeb8@gmail.com.

First of all - A Happy New Year to everyone. 
A while ago I put out a message to ask if anyone would be interested in 
getting involved with social activities this year. This in itself can often be a 
challenge to get people motivated, especially as we are all busy people, but 
I have been really chuffed with the immediate response and enthusiasm..
In next to no time we have had some great ideas and projects to get our 

2025 gnashers into. Definitely team work will be required but that's something we are good 
at here at SLT. We look after each other. Here are some of the suggestions. . .
Mandy Crynkovic has been really productive already and has set a date 
- Saturday 12 April - for another Theatre Sale, a chance for everyone to 
declutter and refresh their life. This worked out really well last year, giving 
us a chance to get rid of items we no longer need as well as purchase some 
quality cheap clothing and accessories and support our little theatre.  
Tanya Baxter has lots of drive, energy and enthusiasm as well as some brilliant fundraising 
ideas, and has already staged an enjoyable and successful quiz and is currently busy planning 
an exciting Easter event.
Roger and Karen Trace have kindly offered to run a Music quiz. This is something they 
regularly do at East Dean and it's a brilliant evening that is well supported there. I'm grateful 
they are bringing their expertise to SLT.

Sharon Olieff is another person who is on board and has suggested 
some cracking ideas including a Summer Fayre. We can incorporate 
our beautiful garden into this event. Sharon has lots of other 
positive plans and it will be an opportunity for all abilities to get 
involved. Initially we need crafter's to get cracking on any projects 

they might like to do. Let me know if you are interested. Knitting, plant stall, quilting, even 
playing music etc. Spread the word to anyone you know who enjoys craft.
Sue Williams had the splendid Idea of Desert Island Discs. This would be really 
popular with lots of members and a nice way of entertaining and uniting people. 
We haven't done anything like this before, so definitely something to embrace. 
On 28 & 29 March we have the Diablos entertaining us. They are a professional country rock 
group who have had hits on the British and Irish country charts. This will be a part hire/
social event, run in conjunction with Chris Nieto, which means that we have secure tickets 
for members.  Tickets will go fast so let me know asap if you are keen. And later in the year 
we will also be entertained by our very own Jenny along with Chris. Something not to miss.
If anyone else has ideas for Socials either to run by yourself or with the support of others 
please let me know. It's a worthwhile and fulfilling activity. Looking forward to some good 
times and great team work. 

 Thank you for your continuing support, Debbie
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TEA & TOAST COFFEE MORNINGS
Tea and toast is still popular once a month. I am incredibly grateful to 
Phil and Gail and those who take an active and supportive part of our 
monthly get together. Thank you to Gill for your generosity ordering and 
financing supplies. We have a new toaster donated by the Armstrong's 
so we can  retire the slightly unnerving, challenging, old firey molten hot 

Dualit Italian beastie.
First Monday of the month. £2. Eat and drink all you like. Supporting the Raise the Roof fund.

And finally, my very best wishes to you all for a happy and fulfilling 2025.  This 
year marks our 80th anniversary, providing an affordable night’s entertainment for 
the people of Seaford (and beyond) for many years, and as such we have been and 
continue to be a great asset to the town. With love

 							               Sue 

  View From The Chair continued from page 2

SATURDAY 15 MARCH
Machinal Wrap Party
There will be the usual Wrap Party, following the last performance, of our latest 
production Machinal. Please, as usual, bring some food and whatever you 
want to drink to help celebrate, with the cast and crew of the production, after 
what I am sure will be another success. 

SUNDAY  16 MARCH
Theatre Clean Up 	 Seaford Little Theatre from 2.00pm
All cast and crew members of Machinal to please attend and clean and tidy up the Theatre 
after this production.  The set will need to be dismantled and costumes, props etc. sorted 
and returned and the Theatre cleaned through. 

The BIG Seaford Little Theatre

Event

SATURDAY 12 APRIL 2025
12.00pm - 4.00pm

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO OFFLOAD YOUR PRE-LOVED 
ITEMS AND MAYBE PICK UP A BARGAIN AS WELL

IF YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS TO DONATE PLEASE ARRIVE AN HOUR BEFORE 
THE STARTING TIME

PLEASE NOTE WE CANNOT ACCEPT ELECTRICAL ITEMS OR LARGE 
FURNITURE

ANY QUERIES OR DONATIONS THAT REQUIRE COLLECTION WITHIN THE 
SEAFORD AREA PLEASE CONTACT 07745 581394

TEAS AND COFFEES WILL BE SERVED 

ALL PROCEEDS TO THE SEAFORD THEATRE ROOFING FUND
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2025
After several years maintaining our membership fees, the time has finally 
come to bow to financial pressure and put them up. So the subscription for 
2025 has now been raised to £15, still a very reasonable charge. 
If you haven't paid your membership fees for the coming year yet, then 
please make use of the form below to get them renewed. Membership  runs 

for a calender year, alongside the season's productions, from January to December. Once 
completed either hand the form in at the theatre or send it direct to the address below.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Name(s)

Address

Phone No(s)

Email(s)

Membership Fee
(tick one )    Adult         Student     
I/We wish to renew my/our membership of Seaford Little Theatre for 2025. 
The membership fee for 2025 is £15 per person
Please return this form either having paid via the BACS system (see below) or with the 
appropriate amount attached (cheques payable to Seaford Dramatic Society) to:
Membership Secretary, 4 Steyne Road, Seaford, BN25 1HA

Email: memsec@seafordlittletheatre.co.uk                                        Tel: 07856 939436

k

Our preferred method of payment is by BACS which is simple to set up via your 
bank. If you choose to  pay in this way please use the following details:

Give your name as the payment reference
Make the payment to:
Account Name: The Seaford Dramatic Society
Account number: 42227878
Sort Code: 40 20 06 
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Photos from the set of
See How They Run taken by 

Andrew Parkinson Runaway Hit

See How They Run with 
Tanya Baxter, Peter Anidjar 
Romain, Kim Sanger White, 

Angie Wright, Christyan 
James, Roland Boorman, 

Roger Trace, Simon Cox, 
and Daniel Williams. 
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For an on-line version of this newsletter and lots of other information 
visit the Seaford Little Theatre Website: 
www.seafordlittletheatre.co.uk 

Potential copy deadline for next edition of the newsletter:
18 APRIL 2025

Contributions to this Newsletter are always 
welcome. Send your pieces to:

newsletter@seafordlittletheatre.co.uk

BOOKING INFORMATION

The ticket prices are  £11.00 each for the 
tiered seats and £10.00 each for all other 
seats. 

Tickets for members (don’t forget your 
membership card please) and Friends of the 
theatre are available at our box office: 

SEAFORD TOURIST OFFICE, 
37 Church Street, Seaford, BN25 1HG

Telephone Enquiries & Booking:
(01323) 897426

Email: seaford.tic@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

 We also have an on-line booking system 
via TicketSource. This can be found at:

www.ticketsource.co.uk/seaford-little-theatre
or through our website, address below. 

Please note a small booking fee applies 
to all on-line sales. Unfortunately, due to 
the way in which the system operates, this 
facility cannot be used when exchanging 
Friend’s Vouchers. These must still be 
presented at the Box Office as usual.

Postal applications should be sent to: 
Diane Guyatt, 31 Pondsyde Court, Sutton 

Drove, Seaford, BN25 3ET
They must be accompanied by a cheque 

made out to ‘Seaford Dramatic Society’ and 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If the 
position you seek is not possible the nearest 
available seats will be sent.

 Could you also provide an alternative 
date in case the the one you request is sold 
out. 
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE ON THE OPENING NIGHT! 

(subject to availability)

SPECIAL OFFER2 FOR 1 ON FIRST NIGHT TICKETSsubject to availability

M A C H I N A LM A C H I N A L
BY SOPHIE TREADWELL
Directed by Mike Truman

FRIDAY 7th to SATURDAY 15th MARCH 2025
Matinee only Saturday 8th and 15th March
Evenings 7.45pm - Matinees 2.30pm 
Tickets: Tiered seats £11.00, Level seats £10.00
Box Offi ce: Seaford TIC, 37 Church Street, 
Seaford BN25 1HG
Onine Booking: www.ticketsource.co.uk
www.seafordlittletheatre.co.uk    Booking enquiries:  01323 897426
Seaford Little Theatre, 4 Steyne Road, Seaford BN25 1HA     
Registered Charity No 294769

Tickets for this production on sale now


